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Rif Field Station was founded in 2014. Its goal is to 
enhance and encourage scientific research and 
monitoring of the sub-Arctic ecosystem in Melrakkaslétta, 
NE-Iceland. Melrakkaslétta’s unique natural environment 
has great potential for researchers interested in Arctic 
ecosystems and the impacts of climate change and 
increased human activities in the Arctic. Rif Field Station is 
based in the village of Raufarhöfn, Iceland‘s northernmost 
village. The station has three main objectives: 

− To promote and enhance research and monitoring of 
Melrakkaslétta 

− To gather and disseminate scientific information about 
the area‘s ecosystem 

− To support the local community 

New Station Manager – new beginning 
In spring 2021, 
Rif‘s board put 
out a call for a 
new station 
manager of Rif 
Field Station. 
After a 
thorough 
process, the 
board decided 
to offer the position to biologist Pedro Rodrigues. 
Pedro is Portuguese and has lived in Iceland with his 
wife, also a biologist, since 2018. He holds a PhD in 
Biology from the University of the Azores and has, 
during his active scientific career, lived and worked in 
the Azores, Portugal mainland, Chile and Iceland. His 
field of expertise is Phylogeography. He has published 
11 books and book chapters, over 40 research arcticles, 
and presented his work results worldwide. Rif Field 
Station is delighted to have such a great person and 
scientist join our little team and we are excited and 
hopeful for the future with Pedro at the helm. 

2021 brought another big change for Rif. Þorkell 
Lindberg Þórarinsson, chairman of the board of Rif and 
one of its founders, left his long-time position as 
director of Northeast Iceland Nature Centre and took 
over as Director General of the Icelandic Institute of 
Natural History. Þorkell‘s contribution to Rif 
throughout the years is invaluable. We thank him 
sincerely for his dedication to Rif Field Station and look 
forward to working with him in the future. Þorkell was 
succeeded by biologist Aðalsteinn Örn Snæþórsson, as 
director of NINC and as chairman of the board of Rif.  

Other employees of Rif Field Station are Hrönn G. 
Guðmundsdóttir and Árdís Inga Höskuldsdóttir. Hrönn 
grew up in the nearby village of Kópasker whereas 
Árdís was raised on a farm near Raufarhöfn, where she 
lives today. Rif Field Station is proud to employ local 
people and continues to strengthen its relationship 
with the community.  

 
Two huge icebergs were recently spotted in Melrakkaslétta, by 
Hraunhafnartangi tip. According to Rif‘s station manager, Pedro, this one 
resembled a floating ice cathedral. The icebergs, originating in Greenland, 
are a rare sight in Iceland but remind us of how close we are to the Arctic. 
Picture: Pedro Rodrigues.  

Milestones in 2021: Long-term funding and vision 
Another big milestone for Rif in 2021 was the signing of 
a contract with Norðurþing municipality and the 
Ministry for the Environment for long-term funding of 
the field station. As our readers may understand, 
secure long-term funding allows us to plan for the 
future – which is vital when it comes to research and 
monitoring. To that end, Rif Field Station has written an 
ambitious Research and Monitoring Plan 2021-2025. 
As well as outlining the station‘s research and 
monitoring objectives, the 5-year plan describes our 
educational goals, our plans for science dissemination 
and research collaboration, and Rif‘s efforts to 
strengthen local development, among other things. 
We encourage those who are interested to familiarise 
themselves with our vision.  

We are grateful for the great support and trust 
Norðurþing and the Ministry for the Environment 
convey in us. Our ambition is for Melrakkaslétta to be 
the hotspot of Arctic research and monitoring in 
Iceland – and we will work diligently towards that goal.  
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https://nna.is/
https://en.ni.is/
https://en.ni.is/
https://www.nordurthing.is/
https://www.government.is/ministries/ministry-for-the-environment-and-natural-resources/
https://rifrannsoknir.wordpress.com/2021/11/02/rifs-research-and-monitoring-plan-2021-2025/
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Visiting scientists in 2020 and 2021 

Covid-19 affected Rif Field Station in 2020 as well as 
everyone else. Numerous scientists had to cancel their 
visit to Rif due to 
the pandemic and 
seminars and 
study visits were 
postponed.  

We did however 
receive a few great 
guests, e.g. 
conservationist 
and author of 
Ocean Country, Liz 
Cunningham, who 
visited us during 
her trip to Iceland. 
So 2020 definitely 
had its bright 
sides. It also 
allowed us to 
develop and kick-
start a few of our own long-term monitoring efforts, 
most notably monitoring of freshwater in 
Melrakkaslétta. 

In 2021, Rif welcomed a number of Icelandic scientists, 
such as Gyrfalcon and Rock Ptarmigan expert Ólafur K. 
Nielsen who has visited the area for decades. We also 
hosted Þórný Barðadóttir, a PhD student in Tourism 
studies. Although Rif‘s main focus is the natural 
environment, we are also glad to support and 
participate in research in the social sciences and 
humanities.  

In recent years, several groups have visited Rif with 
support from the INTERACT Transnational Access 
grant. In 2021, two scientists received a TA grant to visit 
Rif and conduct research in the area, one of them to 
study the mating system and immune function in 
shorebirds, and the other to study interactions 
between fluvial and aeolian environments in the polar 
environment. 

Dust measurements in Raufarhöfn – HiLDA project 
Since July 2020, Rif Field Station has been involved in a 
project lead by the Darmstadt University in Germany, 
titled HiLDA. The aim of the HiLDA project is to study 
and model high-latitude dust (HLD) emissions and 
transport processes in the Northern Hemisphere, using 
Iceland as a case study. Not everyone might realise this, 
but Iceland is one of the major sources of dust in the 
Arctic, with similar emission strength as the HLD 
sources in South America. Much of this dust originates 
in the central highlands and is carried north across the 

country, which means that Raufarhöfn is an ideal ideal 
location for sample collection.  

Long-term, baseline monitoring of HLD began in 
Raufarhöfn in July 2020 and has been carried out every 
week since. 
Árdís Inga 
Höskuldsdóttir, 
a staff member 
of Rif and fishery 
technologist, 
has been 
responsible for 
the sampling. 
Collecting the 
samples in the 
dead of winter 
at 66°north can 
be challenging 
but Árdís has 
managed it with 
great 
resourcefulness. 
Samples are prepared and stored in our basic 
laboratory, located in Raufarhöfn village. The 
laboratory is open to all our visiting scientists.   

Open call – INTERACT TA/RA 2022-2023 
Rif Field Station has been a part of the INTERACT 
network of Arctic research stations since 2016. 
INTERACT supports research in the Arctic by offering 
scientists from around the world Transnational and 
Remote Access (TA/RA) to the research stations. Since 
2017, 11 groups of scientists have been granted TA/RA 
to Rif Field Station. These 11 groups have worked on 
diverse topics in the field of biology and geology and 
several projects have focused specifially on the impacts 
of climate change on the Arctic environment.  

Rif‘s monitoring area in Melrakkaslétta is accessible 
and well suited for research activities. The area‘s 
potentials, which are many, are outlined in our 
Ecological Monitoring Plan, a joint effort of WP7 in 
INTERACT II. Among other things, Melrakkaslétta has 
extremely rich and diverse coastal and freshwater 
habitats, and it is recognised as an internationally 
important bird area.  

The INTERACT TA/RA call for access taking place in 
2022 and winter 2022-23 is open as of October 1st till 
November 30th, 2021. Rif offers both Transnatinoal 
and Remote Access. We encourage all scientists 
working on Arctic-related issues to apply and use this 
great opportunity to access the Arctic. Please contact 
Rif Field Station at rif@rifresearch.is  if you are 
interested in visiting us and we will gladly answer all 
questions you may have. 

Biologist Linda Ársælsdóttir servicing one 
of our fly-traps by lake Arnarvatn, one of 
the biggest lakes in Melrakkaslétta, July 
2020. The fly-traps were installed as a 
part of our freshwater monitoring efforts. 

Dr. Konrad Kandler of the Technical University 
of Darmstadt showing Rif staff how to 
operate one of the dust samplers in the field.  

https://www.lizcunningham.net/ocean_country_the_book/
https://eu-interact.org/accessing-the-arctic/
https://eu-interact.org/
https://rifresearch.is/voktunaraaetlun-rifs/
https://eu-interact.org/tracking-biodiversity/
https://eu-interact.org/accessing-the-arctic/tacall/
https://eu-interact.org/accessing-the-arctic/tacall/
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